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Testimony Submitted to the Appropriations Committee: 

 

IN SUPPORT OF RESTORING FUNDING FOR THE CONNECTICUT HUMANITIES 

FUND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT (DECD) 

 

H.B. No.  7027 AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 

ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH 2109, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR 

 

Distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee, my name is Ilene Frank and I am the 

Chief Curator of the Connecticut Historical Society. 

  

On behalf of the Connecticut Historical Society Board of Trustees and staff, I respectfully 

request that you restore funding for the Connecticut Humanities Fund which was eliminated last 

year by line-item veto. Rather than an earmark, these monies were used to fund a highly 

functional, competitive grantmaking program that is designed to reward and encourage historical 

and cultural programming that perpetuates the quality of life we enjoy in Connecticut. 

  

The Connecticut Historical Society has partnered with Connectucut Humanities, the 

Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, the Connecticut Library Consortium and the 

Connecticut League of History Organizations to study the economic impact heritage and 

humanities organizations have on Connecticut’s economy. Together, our organizations: 

  

1. Greatly compound the state’s financial investment creating $65 of value for every 

dollar the state invests by leveraging taxpayer support to raise private 

philanthropic dollars; 

2. Collectively employ or create 5,300 jobs in the state; and 

3. Garner tens of thousands of hours of volunteer support from citizens who are 

passionate about our mission. 

 

The Connecticut Humanities Council supports thousands of programs and initiatives that 

tell Connecticut’s story and enrich the lives of our citizens. The CHC is recognized on a national 

scale as a model council. And, its impact on our state’s heritage is only made possible through 

the support of the Connecticut General Assembly and its funding of the Connecticut Humanities 

Fund, which provides grants to hundreds of organizations across our state that share our mission. 

 

Without this funding, the Connecticut Historical Society would not have been able to 

catalog, conserve, digitize and make available one of the nation’s best collections of maps. These 

maps give us insight into what our forbearers aspired to achieve, and in pursuit of those 
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aspirations how they negotiated their relationship with the natural world to balance economic 

progress with ecological conservation; or how they interacted in diverse populations with people 

of different nationalities and ethnicities to create vibrant and prosperous communities. They 

provide us with both context for our present and examples that evoke caution and inspiration.  

Because of the Connecticut Humanities Council, these maps are available to our entire citizenry, 

immediately, and for free. 

 

The CHC was also a major sponsor of last year’s exhibition, Growing Up in Connecticut. 

The CHC’s sponsorship of $25,000 helped us to raise an additional $11,000 in private support to 

build an exhibition that examines how different generations experienced childhood in our state, 

and how those experiences have shaped their perspectives and impact on the world. 

 

The Connecticut Historical Society strongly supports the effort to restore state funding to 

the Connecticut Humanities Council and request the support of the Appropriations Committee. 

 


